100th edition of the Street 5km races January 2006

The January 2006 edition of the Street 5km races was also the 100th edition of the races that have taken place every month over the winter since 1989. Were you there at the beginning? We know Race Director Clive Thomas was there…and he was there again at the 100th to start the race!

The series which first started in October1989 has seen hundreds of competitors from novices to top international athletes testing their fitness once a month through the winter by running 5 times around the now relatively famous 1km lap course. Wednesday’s race also featured reporter Sarah Marshall from BBC’s Somerset Sound taking up a fitness challenge and was to be seen running around interviewing out of breath runners on her way to completing the course in 25min 33sec. Her report was broadcast the following Friday and helped to promote not only the Harriers but running in general with encouragement for all ages and abilities to join a Club. The course record at Street is Ian Gillespie’s 14.27.

The January event proved to be a typical race in mild conditions with about 70 competitors gathering in the United Reformed Church to register. At the front of the field local runners dominated proceedings with Langport’s Charles Albrow just out-sprinting Shepton Mallet’s young running prodigy Nathan Young running for Mendip AC.  Third place went to Strode College student Doug Hall in 16.35, whilst fourth was Bath University’s Robbie Hawkins in16.38. The best performance of the night however, calculated on the age related tables went to top veteran Dickie Wythe who finished fifth in the race with 16.39. 

Twenty-nine Harriers competed with Robbie and Dick being the first two home. Other Harriers results were 6th Andrew Deamer 17.06;12th Pete Darton 18.22;13th Dave Stanfield 18.28;17th Paul Chadwick 19.09; 19th Martin Bailey 19.31; 21st Bob Martin 19.35; 22nd Neil Jones 19.37; 23rd Stuart Marsh 19.38; 25th Gary Tubridy 20.20; 28th Tracy Hollex 20.27; 30th Stephen Higgs 21.44; 31st Sue Cook 21.46; 36th Carol Buckland 22.18; 37th Nick Edwards 22.24; 40th Ian Eddy22.34; 41st Marion Colman 22.34; 42nd Ian Roberts 22.35; 46th Mike Scadding 23.15; 47th Angela Thomas 23.18; 51st Terry Exell 24.24; 52nd Graham Watts 24.45; 53rd Deborah Keeble
24.4654th Pat Challis
24.58; 60th Adam Hawkins 27.12; 61st Kay Franklin 27.13; 62nd Caroline Watts 28.10; 64th Annette Hennessy 30.49.

There was also an accompanying set of junior races over 1 and 2km.The next edition in the Street Series is on February 8th 2006 at 7.30pm. Entry on the night from 6.30pm.

