Harriers 4 min Mile Celebration & Challenge
 Mon 10th May


6th May 1954, Roger Bannister became the first person in history to break the 4 minute barrier for the mile.  Vice-Chair of WCH, Clive Thomas, came very close 20 yrs later running 1 mile in 4 mins 0.2 seconds,  Andrew Hennessy tried to match this at Oxford last week and managed 4:05.  
At Millfield recently the BMC (British Milers Club) ran a series of 800m races for all age categories and grades of runners - over 400 athletes took part.  It was an exciting event for spectators - Ben Tickner, having had little time to recover from the BU Championships won the 'B' race in 01:53.  V45 Dave Barlow from YOAC finished his race in 02:09. 
On Monday 10th - 44 Wells City Harriers took part in a club 4 minute mile challenge at Millfield track.  There were 4 races to celebrate the anniversary and the occasion was blessed with a warm and clear Spring evening.  
First attempt to break the 4 minutes was a relay team race by the U11's - first team home finished in 04:44 - Robert Cook, Leah Bowhay, Francesca Allen, Christie Foote, Fiona Hares, 2nd team in 05:07 - Anabelle Dukes, Fiona Easton, Hatty Duke, Alisdair Easton, Tristan Goldsmid, 3rd in 05:09 - Tom Tubridy, Lewis Meaden, Aiden Batten, Tim Deamer, Callum Batten and Ben Tubridy. 
Then the U15's had a go, running 800m each in teams of 2 but they could not beat them.  First of these finished in 05:11 Tom Ratcliffe & Simon Vaughan, 2nd in 05:20 - Laura Vaughan and Amy Clements, 3rd in 05:27 were Chris Wadey and Anders Goldsmid, 4th in 05:45 Abby Clements and AN Other and 5th in 06:01 Joel and Tash Somerville.  
Then it was the turn of the Seniors and the only team to crack the 4 minute barrier was a relay team of 4 comprising Tom Hockedy, Tom Chamberlain, Simon Chamberlain and Nick Chamberlain who completed the mile in 03:47.  The others ran as individuals and results are as follows:  Angus Henderson 04:50, Dickie Wythe 05:10, Andrew Deamer 05:12, Dave Stanfield 05:13, Graham Goldsmid 05:36, Gary Tubridy 05:42, Andrew Say 05:46, Tony White 05:48, Stuart Marsh 05:53, Laurie King (1st Woman after her victory in the Cowpat Canter the day before) 05:54, Claire Martin 05:57, Rob Allen 06:09, Callum Batten 06:02 and Ian Carpenter 06:02, J Ratcliffe 06:30, Rick Dukes 06:39 and Katherine Goldsmid 06:46.  
To complete the event there was a 'Fun Run' mile and results were: Tristan Goldsmid 06:23, Laura Vaughan 07:10, Abby Clements 07:39, Fiona Easton 07:48, Tim Deamer 08:29, Hatty Dukes 08:47, Aiden Batten 08:57 and Lewis Meaden 09.00.  
Thanks to all others from WCH, friends and family who came to support, especially Angela Thomas and Tatiana Storie for organising the catering, to Gordon McBride and Lawrence Whitehead for timekeeping and to Clive Thomas and Paul Chadwick for initiating and overseeing the proceedings.  Souvenir medallions were awarded at the finish of what was a very enjoyable and well supported event.

 
